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Autumn Historic Farm Day-September 26th

Schedule 

Friday Aug 28th 

530p Pie & Ice 
Cream Social

7p  Paul Family 
Blue Grass

Sat Aug 29th 

1030a Antique Set 
Up

12n Lunch

1p Program

230p Threshing 

Thanks  to  the  leadership  and 
initiative of Greg Senn and Lara 
Nichols  Timm,  a  new  event  is 
being  created  to  bring  people 
together to celebrate rural life in 
Oconto  County.   This  one  day 
e vent  wi l l  be  focused  on 
providing a variety of early rural 
life  experiences  while  being  an 
“Open  to  the  Public”  event, 
developed to attract people from 
across  Oconto  County  to 
Meadow Brook Farm. The team 
intends to build  on the interest 
in last year’s MSR in the Hit and 
Miss  Engine  brought  by  Greg 
Senn and his Dad John.

Potential  activities  may  include 
pumpkin  picking,  a  workshop  on 
making  and  bottling  apple  cider,  a 
corn sheller, grist mill, pig roasting, 
wine tasting and much more.  Greg 
and  Lara  a re  now  recr u i t ing 
individuals  interested  in  helping 
with the event and in expanding the 
demonstrations of early rural life. If 
you have interest or ideas:

Greg    gregor y.senn@mail.com     
Lara  lara.nichols@oconto.k12.wi.us

mailto:gregory.senn@mail.com
mailto:lara.nichols@oconto.k12.wi.us
mailto:gregory.senn@mail.com
mailto:lara.nichols@oconto.k12.wi.us
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Learn About the                 
Families of Couillardville 

MACHINE SHED MEMORIES -                               
A Chronicle of Rural Life in Wisconsin 
www.machineshedmemories.com  $29.95.  

Contact Leon Janssen if you have questions 
a t l e o n p j a n s s e n @ y a h o o . c o m o r 
262.442.6447.

Donlevy Family to be the “Featured Family” 
June 6 on the Families of Couillardville   

Copperfest Parade Float 2020

      Couillardville Pride Wear
Order the latest version of the Couillardville t-shirt for someone special in your 
family.  Send a check for $14 (includes tax and shipping & handling)  with size 
and style for each t-shirt to MBF Publishing LLC, 821 Lynnewood Drive, 
Waukesha, WI 53188. We still have a few of the MSM -Couillardville t-shirts 

Limited Qty. M-3, XL-2 Men sizes-  Youth - M - L - XL

Honor Your Family
In Couillardville Park
Order Now & Save 

At www.fundraisingbrick.com/couillardville 

Order Deadline  May 31st for August 2020 
Installation 

Brick 
Size

Reg $ Spec$ Save$

4X8 $150 $125 $25

8X8 $250 $175 $75

Contact John Matravers if you have 
questions or a manual order. 

matraversjohn@gmail.com or 
920-604-3060

Honor someone who has created special memories for you of Couillardville with a 
personalized brick in Couillardville Park. 

Watch for news on new Couillardville Park activities and enhancements.

Set around the year A.D. 1000, long 
before the arrival of non-Native 
settlers in the region, “Elianya’s 
Story” paints a picture of what daily 
life may have been like for a young girl 
growing up in the traditional culture of 
that era. Though the episodes are 
fictional, they are based upon careful 
research into the l ikely social 
conditions of that time. 

Book is being used in schools around 
WI. 

Learn More  

www.elianyasstory.com

Couillardville Park  
June 2020 Events 

June 10                
Model T Rides

June 27 Game 
Competition

Details to Follow

mailto:matraversjohn@gmail.com
http://www.machineshedmemories.com
mailto:leonpjanssen@yahoo.com
http://www.fundraisingbrick.com
http://www.machineshedmemories.com
mailto:leonpjanssen@yahoo.com
http://www.fundraisingbrick.com
mailto:matraversjohn@gmail.com
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Crawford Family 
Of Couillardville 

In June of 2019 the grandchildren 
of Ralph and Ethel Crawford met 
in  Green  Bay  at  the  home  of 
Carol  Crawford,  the daughter  of 
Car l  and  Mayse l  Crawford .  
Thanks to the original contact by 
Dawn  Crawford  Sutherland, 
daughter  of  Merrill  and  Beth 
Crawford ,  Nick  Je vne ,  our 
professional  videographer  and 
photographer, and I were invited 
to  the  family  reunion  to  record 
the  memor ies  o f  the 
grandchildren of Ralph and Ethel.   
 
It is our hope that we will have a 
v ideo  of  the  “Crawfords  of 
Couillardville”  in  the  words  of 
their  grandchildren  in  time  for 
MSR2020 this summer.  We also 
intend  to  have  a  book  with  all 
eleven  interview  transcriptions 
for those interested in a more up-
close understanding of this special 
Couillardville family.  

With a little luck we will also see 
some of the grandchildren at this 
year’s MSR, August 28,29.

Merrill, Ralph, Carl 

Beth, Ethel, Maysel 

The Young Crawford Family        
L to R: Ralph, Stella, Merrill, 

Mabel and Ethel 

“Hard workers”                           
came up frequently in our 

interviews about the 
Crawford Family - are you 

surprised? 

The Grandchildren of Ralph and Ethel Crawford: 

L to R: Carol (Carl), Noel (Stella), Patti (Carl), Dawn (Merrill), Judy (Stella), 
Jan (Carl), Bill (Mabel), Darlene (Carl), Kathryn (Mabel),                                     

Alan (Merrill), Marlene (Mabel) 

June, 2019 
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Galloway - 6 hp,1911,                                     
Hit and Miss Engine No.17517
Manufactured: Waterloo, Iowa

My story begins in May 2005,  when 
my  good  friend  from  Cross  Plains, 
Wisconsin, Don Chandler, uncovered 
an  opportunity  to  purchase  a  1923 
Model T Ford center-door, which was 
sinking down into the dirt floor of a 
shed  on  a  f a rm  in  Ke waunee , 
Wisconsin. During his reconnaissance 
of  the  Model  T,  he  was  able  to 
photograph  another  very  interesting 
object in the shed, the 1911 Galloway. 
His photography skills were excellent, 
having  been  a  former  US  Navy 
photographer  in  the  1950s .  I , 
however,  being  a  novice  about 
fl ywhee l  eng ines ,  incorrect l y 
estimated the size  and width of  the 
engine which also  had sunken down 
in to the mud…

We  planned  an  antique  equipment 
recovery mission, packed a lunch, and 
headed  to  Kewaunee  to  hopefully 
recover  both  the  engine  and  the 
Mode l  T  in  one  day.  I  a l so 
coordinated with my dad to meet us 
at  the  farmstead,  because  I  knew it 
would be an interesting and exciting 
adventure! Don knew that it would be 
a  challenge  to  lift  the  Model  T up, 
and pull it out of the shed, but we had 
no  idea  of  the  true  task  which  lay 
ahead of us. His foresight to recruit a 
couple extra  guys from his  Model  T 
Club was a blessing, as we all worked 
together, for over 12 hours, all six of 
us,  to  finally  get  the  engine  and    
Model  T loaded on separate trailers! 
This  included  an  extra  trip  back  to 
Oconto  Falls  to  get  a  chainsaw and 
bigger trailer, as my initial estimate of 
the  size  of  the  engine  was  very 
inaccurate.

It  was  my very  first  engine,  and 
therefore  I  originally  thought  it 
would be able to fit in the back of 
my pickup truck.

We used  plywood,  levers,  ropes, 
chains, and lumber to sequentially 
jack  up  and  block  the  engine, 
which  was  submerged  in  the 
stubborn muck up to the axles of 
the cart it is on. The dilapidated 
shed had collapsed on the engine, 
and  luckily  a  small  part  of  the 
fallen  roofing  had  come  to  rest 
just  over  the  hopper,  precluding 
water  to  accumulate.  Had  water 
gotten into the hopper,  it  would 
have  f rozen,  expanded,  and 
broken  the  cast-iron,  greatly 
reducing the value of 95 year old 
all-original beauty. Because of the 
shed  collapse,  our  best  method 
was actually to saw the wall (with 
permission,  of  course)  and  pull 
the  engine  out  the  back  of  the 
shed and into an open field. With 
daylight  burning,  we finally  drug 
the old beast free from its resting 
spot, which it had occupied since 
1939. In the immediate area were 
a  couple  implements  which  the 
engine had been belted up to run 
many  years  ago.  Some  of  which 
were a Smalley Ensilage & Fodder 
Cutter,  manufactured  in 
Manitowoc,  WI  and  an  o ld 
cement  mixer.  The  battery  box 
had two original old batteries and 
the original coil still inside it. The 
horse drawn wooden tongue was 
off  in  the  corner  of  the  shed, 
badly deteriorated in the mud. 

After  a  couple  weeks  of  careful 
c l ean ing ,  lubr ica t ing ,  and 
research, it was time to fire it up. 
Within 2 pulls of the flywheel, the 
ignitor  snapped,  and  the  beast 
was  blowing  smoke  once  again 
after  all  those years!  We showed 
the  engine  at  the  Cross  Plains 
Model  T show  that  year,  and 
sawed up a face cord of firewood. 
The  coil  would  get  overly  hot  - 
too  hot  to  even  touch,  showing  
signs of  a  malfunctioning ignitor 

remaining  closed  during  the  “miss” 
cycling, or coasting of the engine. So 
I took the ignitor apart with plans to 
fix it, but I was called back to active 
duty, and the engine rested again for 
another  12  years,  while  I  served 
another tour in Iraq, and finished my 
25 years of US Army service.

So  last  spring  my  dad  and  Leon 
spoke about plans for the engine to 
potentially  be  displayed  at  the 
Couillardville  Thresheree,  and  the 
pressure  was  on  for  me  to  finally 
rebuild that worn out ignitor. I did 
rebuild  it  with  new  springs,  new 
mica disks, and a new shaft pin, but 
I was never able to actually get it to 
run.  Time was running out when I 
reluctantly  told Leon (as  we pulled 
in  to  drop  off  the  engine)  that  I 
would  try  to  get  it  running  during 
the show, and then I contemplated 
my  strategy,  and  pondered  why  it 
wouldn’t  fire.If  you  weren’t  able  to 
see  it  at  the  show,  I’m  happy  to 
report that we finally did get the old 
engine  chucking  and  popping  on  a 
consistent  basis.  With  a  special 
thanks to Daltin “Nanner” Paul, the 
talented engine whisperer and banjo 
player of the Paul Family Bluegrass 
Band ,  whose  cons i s tent 
determination  was  instrumental  in 
finally spinning the flywheels enough 
to  solve  the  spark,  fuel,  spring 
tension, and pressure mystery! 

The  lo ve  o f  the  h i s tor ica l 
significance and preservation of our 
agricultural heritage is just one path 
for  the  next  generat ion  to 
potentially learn and appreciate the 
beginning  of  this  great  country.  I 
appreciate  Leon’s  dedication  to 
preserve our rich Wisconsin history, 
his  invitation  to  show  the  engine, 
the demonstration of the threshing 
procedure,  and  the  creation  of  a 
venue for all of us to gather together 
and celebrate! 

By Greg Senn,                                            
Greg is son of neighbors John and Pat 

Senn and is a retired US Army Major/pilot 
and husband of Sarah (2019). 
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