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Machine Shed Memories 

Farnsworth Public Library—Oconto    Kristen Stoeger, Director of the Farnsworth Public Library in Oconto hosted a discussion 

of rural life in Wisconsin with a focus on the 100 year period from the founding of nearby Couillardville in 1851 until the 1950s. 
The co-authors of the book, Leon Janssen and Gene Medford, presented background on what led to the writing and publishing of 
the book as a overview of the region from its formation during glacier eras through the early native American inhabitants to ex-
plorers and ultimate immigrants. Several former Couillardville residents and descendants of the founding families were present 

and offered personal perspective on this remarkable community. Included in the interactive discussion were  former Couillardville 
residents Janice Detaeje Janssen, Jim Jacquart, Judy Jacquart Salacinski, and John Matravers plus other interested parties. 

www.machineshedmemories.com 

Individuals interested in being reminded 
of their own growing up years in rural 
Wisconsin will find many references on 
the MACHINE SHED MEMORIES 
website. 
 
The following are the tabs on the web-
site: 
 
HOME 
  
ABOUT 

 Prologue 

 About the Book 

 About the Authors 

 Acknowledgement 

 Chapters 
 

ENDORSEMENTS 
 
PHOTOS/VIDEO STORIES 

 Yankee Solider 

 Anthony O. Carey 

 Couillardville Church 

 Couillardville Store 

 The Land 

 Threshing 
 
NEWS/EVENT 

 Newsletters  

 Book Signing Events 
 
ORDER THE BOOK 
 
CONTACT US 
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Available at                       

Matravers Hardware Oconto              

A perfect gift  

Other Couillardville Books  
Available at www.lulu.com   
Search on “Couillardville” 

 
Printed books available for $13.95 

-Joseph and Julia Jacquart Family 
-1928 by Mary Ann Couillard 
-100  Tough (price $15.95) 
-The Norbert and Grace Carey Family 
-Sam and Matilda Couillard Family 

Now available as e-books  $3.99 

-Joseph and Julia Jacquart Family 
-1928 by Mary Ann Couillard 
-100 Tough 
-The Norbert and Grace Carey Family 
-Sam and Matilda Couillard Family 

Contact 
 

Leon Janssen 
MBF Publishing LLC 
821 Lynnewood Dr. 

Waukesha,  
WI 53188 

 
leonpjanssen@yahoo.com         

 
262.442.6447 

Available - You Tube  FREE 

Anthony O. Carey 
Yankee Soldier (Civil War sto-
ry of John Matravers) 

Stories of Life’s Winding Pathways by Helen 
A. Jelinske  available for $12 plus $3 S&H 

 Creating a Book 
MACHINE SHED MEMORIES a 

Chronicle of Rural Life in Wisconsin 
has been in the making for over ten 
years. Perhaps most books are the 
result of the research and memories 
of one individual; MSM is quite dif-
ferent.  It all started with the first 
machine shed reunion of the families 
of Couillardville held in the new ma-
chine shed on Meadow Brook Farm 
in 2002. In true community fashion 

the success of that get-together was 
a tribute to the work and planning of 
many. Attendees enjoyed reconnect-
ing with old friends over delicious 

food brought by everyone. The 
memory sharing began that day and 
inspired interviews with the long-
time residents of Couillardville.  My 
first interview was with Ed DeLano 
who at that time was well into his 
90s.  Ed, the son of Harry DeLano, 
was raised on the farm next door to 
the south and then spent the rest of 
his life on his farm. While not as 
clear on recent events, Ed was very 
clear in recounting his years in 
Couillardville and the people who 
made it special.  It certainly had 
been decades since I had talked to 
Ed. The interview format gave me the 
opportunity to mostly listen and it 
was a remarkable experience.  Of 
course. I was grateful for Ed’s per-
spective on the growth and develop-
ment of this unique rural community 
but I was most struck with the char-
acter of the man.  While his body 

was showing signs of 90+ years of 
hard work, his expressions and eyes 
told the story of the true gentleman.  

That was Ed DeLano.  As he de-
scribed each neighbor he chose care-
fully words that described the best 
qualities of each. Sometimes there 
was a twinkle in his eye suggesting 
there might also have more to the 
story than he was saying.  It was my 
first interview for the book and likely 
was not my best job but I was 
thrilled for what I had experienced 
with Ed.  I witnessed what I would 
learn in subsequent interviews: the 
universal respect and regard in 

which Ed was held by everyone in 
the community. 

 
The interview and photos shared by 
Ed and his daughter Yvonne formed 
the basis for the first video interview 
show at the next Machine Shed Re-
union. This first interview was fol-
lowed by over 30 more over the next 
ten years. Each year approximately 
three of these interviews would form 
the basis for that year’s video pro-
gram at the annual reunion. Follow-
ing the 10th Anniversary MSR in 
2012 we decided it was time to bring 
these memories together into a coffee 
table style book rich with illustra-
tions and photos collected during the 
interviews. In November 2012 we 
enlisted the support of a wonderful 
team of individuals to help pull to-
gether materials for some of the ma-
jor stories for the book: 
  School-Lucy Thome Schmidt 
  Church-Doug Couillard 
  Store-Helen Jacquart Roznowski 
  Cheese Factory– Lavon Johnston 

  Threshing-Ken Couillard 
  4H-Nancy Carey Campbell 

Janice Detaeje Janssen  agreed to 
bring her greater memory and treasure 
trove of photos and provide support on 
all topics. Gene Medford a professional 
public relations professional and writer 
signed on to be the co-author and edi-
tor of the book. Jena Sher, a nationally 
recognized book designer was hired to 
design and layout every aspect of the 
book. 
 
A proofing draft of the book was print-
ed and each of the available interview-

ees was given a copy to proof read be-
fore the final book was committed to 
print.  Worzalla Inc. a large printing 
firm in Stevens Point, Wisconsin was 
selected to print.   The first copies be-
came available in late January.  
 
Matravers Hardware has been the 
prime location for individuals to buy 
the book. 

 
By: Leon Janssen 
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Couillardville Chronicles 
Matravers Family Early Couillardville Set-

(Editor’s note – This is the first 
installment of a projected multi-
part series examining the origins 
and development of Couillard-
ville—the farming community ly-
ing six miles up the Oconto River. 
Founded by Jacob and Susan 
Couillard in 1853, it became home 
to some of the area’s most influ-
ential families. In future install-
ments, we will look at other Couil-
lardville families and the lives they 
led. This series is based on the 
new history of Couillardville, 
called “MACHINE SHED MEMO-
RIES—A Chronicle of Rural Life in 
Wisconsin,” by Leon Janssen, a 
fourth-generation resident of 
Couillardville, and Gene Medford.)        

*          *          *   
 

The Matravers family was among the ear-
liest settlers of Couillardville. John and 
Mathilda bought their 53-acre homestead 
on Brookside Road (County Highway J) in 

1857. It later passed out of the family to 
the Crawfords, and now is owned by the 
Peters family. 
 

The Matravers had the good fortune to 
produce excellent farmers, generation 
after generation. So their farms were al-
ways regarded as some of the most at-

tractive and successful in the community. 
John and Mathilda had 12 children, 
though only four girls and three boys 
survived to adulthood. Their financial 

success made it possible to provide each 
of the daughters a generous dowry, and 
each of the sons a farm of their own. 
Since son Edwin’s farm was situated near 

the center of Couillardville, along North 
River Road, and remains in the family 
today, let’s look at its history first. 
 

Edwin was John and Mathilda’s eldest 
surviving son. He married Lucy LaCourt 
and they raised four boys—Harvey, Ches-
ter, Herbert, and Arthur. The later careers 

of Harvey and Chester took them away 
from Couillardville for most of their adult 
lives, though their wives (Jan and 
Kathryn, respectively) and children main-

tained close ties over the years. Herbert 
married twice and had three children—
Marjorie (daughter of Mildred Dieck), and 

Marilyn and Judith (daughters of Edith 

When Edwin died of an embolism in May 

1922, the farm passed to Arthur. Lucy con-
tinued to live on the old place until her 
death in August 1953, at age 87. 
 

Art’s first wife, Margaret, died in childbirth 
in 1929, and he remained a widower until 
marrying the local schoolteacher and Couil-
lardville-area native, Jewel DeLano, in 

1934. They would have three sons—David, 
Dean, and John. 
 
Ed DeLano, Jewel’s brother, admired Art 

and was very pleased with the match. “Art 
was a special man,” he stated. “He was 
brought up in a good family and never used 
alcohol or tobacco. I’d say he was outstand-

ing.” High praise, indeed, from a brother-in-
law. 
 
Everyone who knew them agreed that Art 

and Jewel were two of the nicest people in 
Couillardville. Lorraine Konkel remembered 
Jewel’s generosity when she and her family 
were struggling after moving to Couillard-

ville from Milwaukee. “Mrs. Matravers was 
awful nice, giving us clothes for the little 
ones and even bringing us meals at times.” 
As Art and Jewel’s sons grew, they learned 

the satisfaction that comes from hard work 
with a purpose, just like their Matravers 
forebears. They often thought Art’s 1952 
purchase of the 80-acre Aldridge farm north 

of town on County Highway J was to make 
sure they stayed busy. 
 
Art was known for his commitment to mod-

ern farming practices. He was the first to 
own a caterpillar type tractor in the area 
and among the first to have a field forage 
harvester. His gentlemanly demeanor was 

reflected in his attire. While other farmers 
wore blue denim bib overalls, Art chose  

blue-and-white pinstripes. A small differ-

ence, but one that set him clearly apart. 
 
David, the eldest son, seemed destined to 
go into farming from an early age. Dean 

moved to Milwaukee when he finished 
high school and became a trained barber. 
John went on to college where he studied 
business and went to work for a large 

merchandiser. He later returned to Ocon-
to where he bought a franchised hard-
ware store and expanded into furniture 
and appliance retailing as well. His stores 

still are an important part of the city’s 
commercial fabric.  “I was born in 1947,” 
John explained. “They were threshing 
grain and had to rush my mom down to 

the hospital. My dad was about 50 years 
old when I was born, but he taught me 
what work was. I attribute my later suc-
cess to my family’s work ethic.” 

 
David and his wife, Rosemary (Jicha), 
took over the operation of the Matravers 
farm with Art retired in 1965. Like his 

father, he was very successful in working 
the land and caring for his dairy herd, 
greatly assisted by his children, Dick, 
Debbie, and Carol. 

 
Years later, after he and Rosemary had 
divorced, David married Sandy Hollon, 
who brought a daughter, Hollie, and a 

son, Bucky, to the farm. Bucky eventually 
became a farmer himself, working with 
David for years, then taking over the lead 
in operating the Matravers farm.  “David 

was an excellent farmer,” stated his 
neighbor and life-long friend, Ron Carey. 
“He always got his crops in on time and 
had good cattle.” 

 
Though it became increasingly difficult to 
keep the farm profitable in the face of 
competition from large, corporate farming 

operations, the Matravers farm continues 
to thrive. In fact, it is the last independ-
ent dairy farm still in business between 

Couillardville and Green Bay. That says a 
lot for the resilience and dedication of the 
Matravers and their descendants. 
 

 
By: GENE MEDFORD 
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Machine Shed Reunion #12 
Saturday, September 13, 2014 

SAVE  

THE 

DATE 

 

MSR #12 Schedule 

Saturday, September 13, 2014 

 

 12:30  Arrive 

  1:00   Lunch 
  2:00  Program 

  3:30  Social Time 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Bring a dish to share 

Appetizer 

Salad 
Baked Dish 

Or Dessert 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Bring Your Antique Tractor 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

New Guests 

The MSR is not a public event.  Indi-

vidual are invited to attend.  If you 

know someone who has lived in 

Couillardville or has been a part of a 
Couillardville organization like 4H or 

Community Club, or is a descendant 

of someone from Couillardville contact 

Leon and he will extend the invitation 

to attend. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
RSVP 

Let Leon know if you are coming!  Thx 

MACHINIE SHED MEMORIES a 

Chronicle of Rural Life in Wisconsin  
was written to capture the unique 
nature of northeast Wisconsin and 
rural life during the century starting 
with the founding of Couillardville 
in 1851.  Authors Leon Janssen 

and Gene Medford have been invit-
ing others to meet and “join the dis-
cussion” of rural life during this 
special time in history.   Two ses-

sions have already been held: 

 March 8 - quite appropriately at 

the Machine Shed Restaurant, 
Pewaukee Wisconsin. 

 April 24- “Author’s Talk” at the  

Farnsworth Public Library,  
Oconto, Wisconsin. 

A portion of each book sale at the 
latter event was donated to the Li-
brary Society to help support vari-
ous educational and outreach activ-
ities. 
 
. 

Encouraged by the reception at 
these events, planning is underway 
to have other sessions where there 
is interest. Discussions have started 
with the Oconto County Historical 
Society to find ways to collaborate.  
Leon will be pursuing possible par-

ticipation at the Oconto County Fair 
in Gillett this summer. 
 
If you have a club or organization 
that is looking for a program we 
would be pleased to talk with you 

about the possibility of a “Join the 
Discussion”  session with your 
group.  In addition to the program 
we of course make the book availa-
ble for purchase to those present. 
 
If interested contact Leon at 
leonp janssen@yahoo.com or 
262.442.6447 or by mail at 821 
Lynnewood Drive, Waukesha, WI 
53188. 

“Join the Discussion” 

"REUNION AT THE MACHINE SHED -- No, not at 

Meadow Brook Farm, but at the Machine Shed Res-
taurant near Waukesha where Leon Janssen and 
Gene Medford held a book-signing event on March 8. 
Among the people who dropped by to chat and pick 

up a copy of "Machine Shed Memories" were Tim 
Butler, an Iowa farm boy, a John Deere lover and a 
former colleague at GE Healthcare, and his wife Sue." 

 
Watch for   

the next 
  

“Join the         

Discussion”  

Session 

 
Session Schedules 

will be posted on the 

website 

 

www.machineshedmemories.com 


