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Thanks Lynnee for the
beautiful decorations, to
your team for the
perfect arrangements,
and to the Couillardville
bakers for the
amazingly

DELICIOUS pies!!!

Thanks Mark Seaman for MAKING OUR DAY!!!
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Threshing event stirs memories of yesteryear

During the months of August and Sep-
tember, enthusiasts across Wisconsin
get out their antique threshing ma-
chines to re -enact one of the great
rural Wisconsin traditions -threshing
On Aug 26, the families of Couillardville,
a small rural community a few miles
west of Oconto, gathered at their 15th
annual Machine Shed Reunion at Mead-
ow Brook Farm to celebrate the long his-
tory of their farm culture.

A special attraction this year was an ac-
tual threshing demonstration done just
the way it was in the days before the ad-
vent of the modern combine.

The story began last year when | started
searching for a Belle City threshing ma-
chine similar to the one operated in our
area in the 1940s and early 1950s by
former neighbor and dairy farmer Norb
Carey. Eventually, | connected with Bob
Accola of Mondovi who was willing to
part with his Belle City machine and his

too old to
In anticipation of the threshing

demonstrations, one of our Couil-
lardville neighbors, Mike Donlevy,
took on the task of working the field

and planting the necessary oats.
When it came time to cut the oats,

Careyos son, Ron,
family farm, ran the grain binder

while a group of neighbors and
friends, old and young alike, pitched

in to shock the oats.

Volunteers also helped load the dried
bundles on to the wagons for storage
until threshing day. Dick and Joe

Konkel, Jack Debauche, Bill Funk

and Tom Kussow brought their en-
thusiasm and energy to the process
from the early planning to the har-

vest.

On threshing day, following a noon
odinnero6 prepared
lies attending, Lyle Nichols supplied

conti nue drabled & oitckforkd or helped in

other ways, reminding themselves of
their familyods
threshing tradition.
Unfortunately , the otherwise suc-
cessful demonstration was short-
ened when rain came before all of
wthemats weraitlydshed. t h e
So why is this particular rural farm
event so remembered and talked
about? Perhaps because it marked
the end of an era of neighbors help-
ing neighbors, a time during which
a special culture was formed in ru-
ral crossroad communities across
the state. This era began in the
1850s with the establishment of the
farming communities by immigrants
from many countries and cultures.
They typically had a church, a one
room school, a store, a cheese facto-

b yry amd rhanychéd attavezn. The era

ended in thel950s, in part driven

McCormick -Deering grain binder. As Ac- the power for the threshing machine by the combine replacing the
colas said at the ti maevithdia Famalt M, tha sagne ngoded r s threshing machine.
of threshing, my crew was just getting use by Norb Carey in the later years (Continued page 4)
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FRIENDS OF COUILLARDVILLE PARK
DEDICATE MEMORIAL AND
HISTORICAL MARKER IN
COUILLARDVILLE PARK

The Families of Couillardville, the farming
community on the Oconto River about six
miles west of Oconto, gathered on Saturday,
August 26, for a special event in
odownt owndé Co éthededeatiahwofi |
a new memorial and Wisconsin Historical
Society marker in Couillardville Park at the
corner of County Road J and Funk Road.

The Couillardville Park, established and
maintained by the Oconto County Depart-
ment of Forestry and Parks, has now been
enhanced with the installation of a memori-
al plaza featuring a field of personalized
bricks honoring past and current Couillard-
ville families and individuals. The Wisconsin
Historical Society has also approved the de-
velopment and erection of a new historical
marker recounting the significance of the
area from Paleo -Indian times to the present
day. The memorial place, in the shape of an
arrowhead, points toward the nearby site
where three conical Indian mounds once
stood.

The dedication ceremony began with a
touching performance by Charlotte Ihde,

singer and autoharpist, as well as long -time
Couillardville resident
Moment . 0

Several featured speakers discussed

various facets of the Couillardville story,
beginning with Monty Brink, Oconto County
Director of Forestry and Parks, who noted
the commitment of Oconto County to in-
crease the value and use of its many parks
ol am particularly
tunity to enhance the little known Couillard-
ville Park, 6 he sai
the pursuit of the Wisconsin Historical Soci-
ety marker and committed his department

d.

CDUILLARDVILLE
PARK

DEDICATION
August 26, 2017

to further park improvements in the
future.

Diane Nichols, the Oconto County
Supervisor from District 10 and a long
-time resident of the Couillardville
area, said she was confident that the
exhanced Couillardville Park would
serve to recognize the lives of the ordi-
nary citizens of this rural Oconto

qunty crossroads community. She
also predicted it would set a precedent
for other communities in the county
to recognize and memorialize their
own past and current residents.

Pete Stark, President of the Ocon-
to County Historical Society, was on
hand to provide insights into the early
occupations of the area from the origi-
nal Paleo -Indian residents to the arri-
val of the first European settlers in
1851. Stark, who was also instrumen-
tal in researching the text for the new
Wisconsin Historical Society marker,
seconded Mrs. Nichol
the success of the expanded Couil-
lardville Park would encourage other
small rural communities around the
County to consider ways to ensure
that their own unique histories would
be preserved for future generations.

Particularly touching were
prese éha]tlons 8y\}\y\éo narlr_\efﬁgeebrotq. hi
ers who grew up in ouillard
ville.Doug Couillard, the youngest of
the last family to live in the former
Presbyterian Church parsonage,
whi ch occupied t he
park, provided a historical overview of
the community from its founding by

Jttgg%)r(gggrﬁv Cé)uﬂl also remarkeésgr)lpt
ttha nbapyd qtt}n Fltlgsh and re6!|g|o§t rai

that melded into a° community th
created memories that have flourished
for some 160 years.

His older brother, Ken, thanked

all the former residents for the
incredible support given  to his
family after his father, Andrew,
passed away in 1950. He noted
that the later conversion of the
Presbyterian Church to the
Community Hall really said eve-
rything about the spirit of
Couillardville:
ol't omamsmuni ty! o
Leon Janssen, the organizer of
the park enhancements praised
all the individuals and organiza-
tions that came together to
make the new Couillardville
Park possible. 0 Thi s me mp r
is dedicated to the care-
takers of the land and spirit
of Couillardville who came
before lues , 6t at ed}]
memorial and park are here to

serye as_an enduring inspira-
ffoft forptﬁeedgesbeﬁota ts%0¥ the hqt
early families of Couillardville
for generations tjo

A limited number of locations
are still available for new bricks
in the memorial. Individuals,
families, and organizations in-
terested in adding a personal-
sized brick at Couillardville Park
can find ordering instructions
at  www.fundraisingbrick.com/
couillardville .
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Machine Shed Reunion 15

Ed & Mary Ann Couillard descendants
celebrate 125th Anniversary of their
arrival at Meadow Brook Farm in 1892.

L to R below. Thomas Edwin Couillard by Paul
Janssen, Mary Ann Matravers Couillard by
Virginia Janssen Trzebiatowski, Asa Couillard
by Paul Jacobson, Zora Amber Couillard

Laduron by Amber Runnels and

Nellie Couillard Fox by Julie Barthels.
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Sneighbor? The social time togeth-

Threshing

continued from page 2
Before, threshing required a large
crew and everyone depended up-
on their neighbors to get the
grain into the granary.
Threshing also was a community
social event. Everyone talks
about the great meals served and
abou the gatherings at the end of
the day. Youngsters, boys and
girls alike, remembered driving
tractor to haul the wagons be-
cause they wer en|ot
enough to pitch the bundles.
The combine changed all of that
by making it possible for individ-
ual farmers to independently har-
vest their own grain. Unfortu-
nately, it also meant they relied
less on their neighbors, breaking
the long cord of community coop-
eration that hd bound them to-
gether for so many decades.
€ould it be that we all deep down
lamg for that time of the fun and
gafisfaction of neighbor helping

er? The celebration of neighbor
hood accomplishments?

This story was written by Leon
Janssen and published in The
Country Today newspaper on
September 20th, 2017.
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MEMORIALS
We Remember

il iR ERG R ear

members of our community have
joined the Couillardville Family
in heaven. Please remember
them and their families.

i John Konkel
i Bernard Donlevy

i Pauline Janssen
i Ray Detaege
i Don Glynn

Flowers were sent for the
funerals fromthe o Fami | i of
Coui I | ar towvthosel e 6
individuals who grew up in
Couillardville. Thanks for the
contributions to these
I § Sy ROG Kemoyialsi KS NB A I A 2 c



